THE CONQUEST
didates, Matilda and Stephen, it was always that one which had
the support of the Church who had a temporary success.
The first episode was one of five and a half years, during which
Stephen of Blois ruled as King of England, mainly through the
support of his brother, the powerful Bishop of Winchester, who
was also Papal Legate,
The second episode is the rise and fall of Matilda, who comes
in through the support of the bishops and loses her position
again through the loss of that support. This part of the con-
fusion lasted for six years, up to 1147.
The third episode sees the appearance of young Henry
Plantagenet, who by 1149 was old enough to play some part and
who succeeds to the crown on Stephen's death in 1154*
Stephen was at first supported by the main part of the Barony,
and especially by the great Earl of Gloucester, who commanded
the Severn valley and thus the West of England. He was one of
Henry I's many illegitimate children, and therefore half-brother
to Matilda, but he threw his influence into the scale for Stephen.
In the third year of Stephen's reign the King of Scotland
invaded, but was defeated at Northallerton in a battle which
came to be known as the Battle of the Standard. This success,
though it was not achieved by Stephen in person, but by the
local levies in the North of England, should have strengthened
his hold over the crown, but there came a quarrel with a group
of bishops which was fatal to him. This group consisted of the
Bishop of Salisbury, who was a mere feudal baron of a licentious
and brutal sort, and his two nephews, the Bishops of Lincoln
and Ely. They held castles and garrisons and were almost in-
dependent of the crown. Stephen therefore marched against
them, made the Bishop of Salisbury and one of his nephews
a prisoner, and besieged the other nephew in the castle of
Devizes. The bishops as a whole stood by their unworthy re-
presentative, on the principle that the Church was immune from
the lay power. A synod was called. The crisis was Matilda's
obvious opportunity.
Matilda's Attempt to Rule. Matilda landed at the end
of September 1139 at ^ saouth of the Arun, in Sussex, and
was besieged by Stephen in Arundel Castle; but he allowed her
to get off to her brother, the Earl of Gloucester, at Bristol
believing that he would be stronger if she were out of the way
than he would if he kept her prisoner. Also he had the support
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